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The Use of Enirllsli
Word and Phrase b Joseph Fitzger ¬

ald Is a book treating of the correct use
of English In speaking and writing The
Fame author published some ears ago a
little wcrk called Iltl ills in English of
which this is an enlargement Ihc origi-
nal

¬

book Is Included in the present vol
ume and forms about one fifth of It

Mr ntzgeralu has occupied the posi-
tion

¬

of assistant editor on the Forum
and the North American Review and
his work was suggested b the general
misuse of English words In articles sub ¬

mitted to these magazines it will be
useful to teachers of English and to an
one whose work Includes writing for pub-

lication
¬

and It will certalnlj do no one
any harm to read It carefull

A part and perhips the mo3t Interest
ing part of the book Is demoted to its mol-c-g- y

and what ma be called the science
of language Common errors and role
clsms iro then discuss d and the laws of
ccprcsion are so summarized as to be
intelligible to a schoolboy The whole
book Is cxtremel Interesting and some
of It Is instructs e In the sense of correct-
ing

¬

mistnkes as well as affording Infor-
mation

¬

One of the interesting passages
Is that dealing with the difference be ¬

tween English and other languages as re-

gards
¬

the difficulties which each presents
to the student The author sajs

In German all the words are of
home origin thej are household
words Indeed and the precise Im-
port

¬

of erch Is understood whether
they stand alone or whether thej go
to make up sesquipedalian compounds
A3 well b peasant as bj philosopher
Hence in German no one ventures to
Inject Into a word a meaning which
its elements do not justlfv Jn Eng
lish the etymological values of words
whether Anglo baxon or Latin are
known and determined but In most
cases for the learned onlj t hence when
new meanings attach to English
words nore but the learned is com-
petent

¬

to say whether the acquisi-
tion

¬

of these meanings is legitimate
or not-- The chain of derivation of
German words is seen in each word
tho deflections or the developments
in meaning can also be seen In the
words themselves Thus in bicli
bock the German plainly se s

buche the beech and is minded of tho
bcechen boards which were the fiist
bocks of his forefathers and v hen he
comes across the compound word
buchsucht bibliomania he has no
need of a dictlonarj to tell him its
mcaring
The Importance of a thorough knowl ¬

edge of English is litre pointed out
It is mere good sense and not prlg

gishncss to aim at the highest pre-
cision

¬

In the use of th mother tongue
Our only access to knowledge isthrough language cir strongest tie- tn
our feilow men now living our onb tie
tO th Cenelatlons thTf nrt jnnd lwfnr
is larguage our language If we havean erroneous comprthenslon of our na
tlvc speech In which all our thinking
oil our reasoning Is done ne m- in
evltab j in our conclusions which Is a
rather serious matter and j tt not at
all of infrequert occuricnce Want ofprecision ia tho trims of a sjllogism
vitiates the conclusion and misunder-
standing

¬
of the terms has prcclselj thesame effect And not only in our rea-

soning
¬

processes strictly so called Is
this result produced It is impossible
to take In the true meaning of a writ ¬
ten passage or of a spoken discourse
without clear understanding of theterns emplojod Very awkward reve-
lations

¬

of supposedly well educatedmens ignorance of the purport ofplain English words and phrases are
dally made in the law courts when
juries are selected There is good
ground for believing that even after
selection has been made ard the un
fittest rejected the jurors accepted do
In many cases fall to understand thearguments of counsel or the charge of
the court through Ignorance of the
meaning of terms neither abstruse nor
technical

The verj general repugnance forreading anj thing more solid than the
dally newspaper Is due mostly to un
bcqualntance with the meanings of
words rather than to unwontedness
of the thoughts conicjed or Inherent
difficulty of the subject matters Read-
ing

¬
givea people headaches or they

drop to sleep over a book the reason
In mot cases is that the reader has
but Indifferent knowledge of the lan-
guage

¬

of the book Hand to the same
man let it be a merchant the days
prices current or a j ears prices cur-
rent

¬

and he will peruse that to the
end with avidltv and without weari ¬

ness but give him a history of prices
or a treatise on the theorj of price
and the book will be dropped before
half an hour is past the man act-
ually

¬
cannot follow the thought of the

author he has not sufficient acquaint-
ance

¬

with his mother tongue for that
he Is a mercantile man in soul and
mind as well as in daily occupation
The result of this commercialism In

thought Is treated in the chapter on the
degradation of worils and phrases a
paragraph of which is as follows

The degradation of the w ord sacri
fice noun and verb Is worthy of the
first pace In the list of words de¬

graded The process of degradation
Is ejsllj traced in the sequence of the
word s meaning In a dictlonarj 1

Immolation offering to God for atone-
ment

¬

thanksgiving or the like a
victim slain at the altar also the vic-
tim

¬

Itself 2 In the figurative sense
foregoing Inferior good for the sake
of higher as when one renounces the
world and its gauds to save his soul
3 Renouncing one good for another
which may be Inferior I sacrificed
vanity for the sake of politeness
4 Any self denial or hardship volun-
tarily

¬

undertaken parents sacrifice
their own interest to that of thlr
children S Finally the foregoing of
a positive profit as when a dry goods
man sacrifices 5 ccnt pocket hand ¬

kerchiefs by cutting the price to 4

cents this Is alwav s called a great
sacrifice the sacrifice by eminence
as It were Now when we consider
that among the pagan Romans from
whom we get the word sacrifice
neither that nor any allied word

was ever profaned in popula
usage so far as the extant Latin lit
ernturc enables us to Judge It Is a
singular thing that In the English
language the most familiar and most
frequent use of the word sacrifice is
In the sense of a selling or disposing
of goods at a price less than the have
cost And jet the English speaking
nations have for manj centuries been
taught to regard all their highest In ¬

terests in time and eternity as hang
lng on one act of sacrifice Is this
transformation a mere accident But
there is no such thing as an accident
in nature nothing without Its cause
and language even the English lan-
guage

¬

Is a part of nature
Borne curious reflections on the mak

lng of English are as follows
Whfn the Normans conquered

England the land and lis inhabitants
I curre the propcrtj of the conquer-
ors

¬

The language is full of monu¬

ments which tell which race did the
work tilled the fields produced the
food and the wealth and which race
enjojed the fruits of all the labor

The Saxon churl tended the herds
and flocks of Ms master and was priv-
ileged

¬
to call them In his own barbar-

ous
¬

tongue herds and Hocks His lord
bad he occasion to name jch aggrega ¬

tions of domestic anlmas would use
such terms as troupe troupeau but
lie suffered the serf to call tin m as he
pleased The caretakers of the Pocks
and herds v ere shepherds or herds¬

men or swineherds Saxon words as
were also the names of the animals
they tended for their lord ox bull
cow steer calf sheep lamb goat

wine boar sow But now came the
biitcher whose office was to take the
first step in converting this live stoc- -
into food material for mv lords table
Th Saxon churls had In their uncouthtongue words to express the office of
tho slaughterer and they called him
something like Aether but my lord
called htm butcher and butcher he Is
unto this day My lords provisioned
would take for my lords larder the
choice cuts of the slaughtered ani-
mals

¬

and indeed all the meat or flesh
leaving the offal the hide the horrs
hoofs hairs liver and Hunts as th

of the serf The fieBh offierqulsltes steer or ox or cow was

beef fcr m lords table Norman the
serfs table was board Saxon and
the swine yielded pork lard farce
ment all Norman for my lord s sau
s tges Norman
And so on The reader after perusing

this careful analjsis of the growth of the
household ingingc In England will un-

derstand
¬

nt onlj the language but tho
social conltions of the time of Wllam
the Conqueror the better for it It is an
elaboration In several piges of he I

gument which Wnmba used to Gurth ia
the first chapter of Ivanhoe

To manj readers the most Interesting
chapters will be those which deal w th
current blunders in the use of words due
to half education and carelessness A
paragraph v liicli contains an cxampli of
this sort of thing Is found in the chapter
on Ignorantisms The author saj s

In one of the resolutions of a seml
polltical convention the national ad-
ministration

¬

In power at the time
was denounced as recreant bv winch
the resolutloncrs meant crave a cow
nrdlv and the Congress then sitting
at Washington as truculent The
context showed that what n fault-
ed

¬

In President and Congress i is the
subservience of both to the wishes of
the money power the President

truckling to the trusts and combina-
tions

¬

and Congress slavi hly oliej
lng the commands of the Chief
Executive The writer of the resolu-
tion

¬

in qucMlon and the convcition
which adopted it understood trucu-
lent

¬

as sjnonvmous with truckling
but though the two words sound so
much alike the are a- - far aptrt as
rain and ruin there is even a coulllct
of meanings between them Trucu-
lently

¬

I alin is a strenghened and
lengthened form of trux wild fero-
cious

¬

and means stern grim fell
cruel and the English word truculent
signifies all that and nothing else
there Is In truculent no faintest sug-
gestion

¬

of such meanings as fawning
cringing or oospquiosuy iTucwing
was the epithet the author and tboso
on whoso behalf he swung the oen
needed bua si bona norat had he
known what he did want the verb
truckle is from the name of a low bed
on caster that can be trundled un
der a higher bed
The carelessness In matters of speech

and writing which is steadily growing
nmorg the American people has already
reached alarming proportions and unless
fome such book as this of Mr Fitzgerald
is circulated and studied carefull the
masses of our population may be reduced
to some such straits as emplojing the
classic ejaculation of Chimmle Fadden to
express all possible thoughts Chicago
A C McClurg S Co 1 23

Ilecent Flcftou
The Tell sr Is a book by Edward

Nojcs Westcott Illustrated with several
portraits of the author pictures of his
homes and with an appendix containing
some details of his life It will be In-

teresting
¬

to people who have been smitten
with the Da id Harum mania but
would probablj have attracted little at-
tention

¬

did It not appear as a pendant to
the other book

The storv which Is a short one Is writ-
ten

¬

in the simple and straightforward
manner characteristic of the author but
so far as plot ind characters are con-
cerned

¬

is a quite ordinary love story with
a decidedly realistic flavor The heroines
father Alfred Samno Is a hard headed
old business man with considerable Indi-
viduality

¬

and in fact all the people in
the romance are Individualized df tlnctly

The appendix contains several letters of
Mr Westcotts In one of which he says
of his now famous novel

I think I will not press further at
present upon a depressed and over-
crowded

¬

market I should never have
made anj move if It had no been for
the opinion of other people B the
time I had typewritten It the second
time I was so sick of the stuff that I
could smell It when I opened the front
door
A friend Tories Heermans sajs of the

book
Many people hitherto qite un-

known
¬

have unblushincly set for
their claims to be the originals of one
or another character of the book and
while these foolish attempts to caulre
a little unearned Importance are more
absurd than serious jet It may not
be out of place here to state that all
such claims are absolutely without
foundation The characters are all
drawn from life It is true in the sense
that they are lifelike but not from In-

dividuals
¬

Each cne is entirely the
creation of the authors Imagination
and this fact he asserted with much
earnestness over and over again I
should not dare put real people Just as
I see them Into my book he once
characteristically said thejd spoil
It
As a companion to Dald Harum the

little volume will be an acceptable gift
book New York D Appleton Co
J100

The Secret Orchard Is the enigmati-
cal

¬

title of a storj bj Agnes and Eger
ton Castle which has nothing whatever
to do with orchards Tho interest is
ps etiological and ethical Tho hero is
a French nobleman with Stuart blood In
his veins a careless happj proud and
not too scrupulous man of the world
with a streak of idealism in his nature
The plot deals with the unlooked for
Nemesis which overtakes him Just as
he has made up his mind to be true to
a long neglected Ideal and throughout
the course of the storj tho reader Is kept
In suspense as to the exact amount of
the punishment which is to be inflicted
and the ultimate result of it all There
Is a great deal of human nature in it
some rather excessive emotionalism
much ingenuity in contriving situations
and a certain dramatic fitness In the de¬

nouement Perhaps the mest remarkable
figure in the book is that of Joj the
waif who is madi the instrument of the
dukos destruction She Is just such a
combination of Innocerce precocitj pas-
sion

¬

and brain ab cne might expect to
find In a medsrn French girl Isolated from
guiding and protecting Influences and she
Is altogether fisclnatlng New York
Frederick A Stokes Company

The Serious Wooing Is a new storj
of English life bj John Oliver Hobbes It
Is scarcely pretentious enough to be
called n novel A perfectly unprejudiced
person might suppose from the perusal
of the average modern English soclctj
novel that the writers of such fiction
were rampant democrats foi more
brainless futile and unmoral creatures
than those represented as the English
arlstocracj were probablv never put Into
books before Thej not onlj play tennis
with the Seventh Commandment but
they often play hob wllh the Kings Eng-
lish

¬

and ordlnarj common sense and
make blunders which the average Ameri-
can

¬

grammar school child would not be
found committing Mrs Cralgie s latest
production is a fair sample of the kind
of fiction above described

The situation Is this A beautiful young
girl is sold to a brainless cretin twice her
age because he has money estate and
title these being regarded as the ultra
desirable things by her mother and her
associates generallj In plain English
the important thing seems to be that the
match made by such a girl shall suit so ¬

ciety whether it suits her or not is en
tirclj beside the question After the
match is made the may construct her own
moral e odo so long as she has nothing to
do with any one not born in her own sta-
tion

¬

in life The present novel seems writ ¬

ten especially to exhibit this thory of life
In all its unlovely nudity and It Is one
of thoso theories which emphatically need
to be decently clothed In euphemism But
euphemism has no place in tho speech of
the heroines friends and relatives Th
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plot deals simply and solely with the
problem whether she shall defy the opin-

ion

¬

of this social world for the fake of the
man of her choice or not New York
Frederlrk A Stokes Company

The Qulberon Touch bj Cjrus Town
send Brad Is decidedly the best work
this author has done so far It Is full of
life and movement and a certain ivid
grace of stjlo In the character drawing
and opening most cntlclngl with a small
sea light ends dramatically with a great
one J lie latter taking place in mo unj
of Qulberon gives the book iis name and
Admiral Hawke Is a prominent figure
In It

The hero Is a joung American officer
serving in the English Navy and the her
orlne a Ilreton Countess fresh as a wild
rose and spirited as the brier with tho pe-

culiar
¬

charm which seems to be the dow-
er

¬

of this storm swept French province
The scene ranges from the Brittany coast
to Quebec and back again and the storj
Includes the storming of the Heights of
Abraham and two or three other dramatic
historical episodes Tne description of the
sea fight between Hawke s Meet and that
of Conflans is remarkablj well elone re-

minding
¬

one somehow of Urow nines
ballad of Herve Rlcl in the griphlc force
of the language and the authors evident
enthusiasm for his subject

But it is In the parts of the romance
which are pirely imaginative that Mr
Brady is perhaps at his best Through
the flrrt half of the book the reader Is
led breathless from one exciting ccene to
another The first chapters arc idjlllc In
simplicity and delightful In the quaint
ncss and freshness of the material When
the more serious developments of the
plot begin the nuthors ppwer does not
fall nor his Invention stagger and his
situations nre both original and at least
possible which Is not alwajs the case
with a melodramatic novel New York
D Appleton c-- Co

In The Van Dwellers a dnlntilv I-
llustrated

¬

book In a brown cover Albert
Bigelow Paine has described the experi-
ences

¬

and tribulations of a small fimllv
looking for a home In New Yolk with a
vividness and humor which shov that his
storj is founded on fact The book bears
the significant motto

We were strangers and they took us in
It is also announced aa very cheap

considering what the experience cost
The frontispiece is especiallj- - good as a
suggestion of the contents It represents
the interview of a perplexed and abashed
man with a serene aggressive and volu-
ble

¬

Janltress It ma seem to the neo
phjte that the three qualities here as-
cribed

¬

to the Janltress cannot be com-
bined

¬

in one person but they can and Mr
Paincs book goes to prove It

According to him the fiat dweller in
New York can have everj sort of a tlmo
Inside of blx months b using a little in-

dustry
¬

and enterprise It appears that
the hero of the book and the Little Wo-
man

¬

and the Precious Ones bj wnlch
rames he designates wife and children
were enterprising and Industrious The
book will be hlghlj entertaining to peo ¬

ple who have been through the experi ¬

ences described or who have not got to
go through with them and will be com-
forting

¬

to the unfortunate mortals who
are compelled to live outsld New York
It would also be useful 1c preventing
matrimony In that metropolis

The interview with the janltress Is a
sample of the stjlc of the book It runs
as follows

Whats the matter with our heat
upstairs

She answered
And Its whats the matter with

er heat is it Well thin and what
IS the matter with jer heat up-
stairs

¬

She said this and also looked at
me as if she thought that our heat
might be mulcted with the mumps or
measles or have a hare lip and as if
I was to blame for It

The matter is that wc havent
got an- - I said getting somewhat
awakened

She looked at me fullj-- a minute
this time

lez havent got an Ycz havent
got any heatf An here comes the
madam from the top floor esterday
a bllln over an sajin that the re
sick with too much heat What air
jcz then sallvmandhers
And these are the jojs of the gilded

metropolis with its glided and fraudulent
steam pipes Mr Paine says that his
weic chiefly useful In plajing movements
from the Gotterdammerung He does
not sa that he supplied the solo accom-
paniment

¬

but perhaps he did The book
is not great and it Js not wise but It is
one of those spicy morsels of literature
which help to make life cheerful New
York J F Ta lor Co 73 cents

The Owl and the Woodchuck by
William Harold Neldllnger with pic-
tures

¬

by Walter Bobbett Is a piece of
Juvenile fiction thorough charming to
the adult as well as the Infant mind It
Is a nonsense story interspersed with bits
of musical Jingle and pictures of a whim ¬

sical attractiveness It is intended to be
read or told to children by some one who
can sing and whlstl- and thus give the
musical interludes their proper effect but
It would be quite possible for It to make
a success with a Outhful audience if it
w ere merely spoken From the musi ¬

cal preface to the pathetic tail piece It is
original whimsical and amusing The
chances are that every child who hears
It for the first time will want to hear it
for the hurdredth this stor how

Tile Owl lie wa fio wondrous wise
And the vioodchuck wanted to know

Some of the pictures are In colors nnd
some arc not but all are thoroughl
suited to the text Chicago Rand Mc
Nally Co

The Victors by Robert Barr is a
story of American life rather unevenly
written and with no particular merit ex ¬

cept one The central character Is an
Irish politician It Is not quite clear
whether Mr Barr Intended Patrick Ml
gulre for the hero or not but he Is cer-
tainly

¬

the best drawn personage In the
book There Is one page of his conversa ¬

tion that is worth preserving for the in-

trinsic
¬

shrewdness anil aptness of it It
is his opinion of Christian Science to
which his wife has become An adherent
He will not nterfere with her faith sinre
like a good American he Is devoted to her
and her whims but this is what he hon-
estly

¬

thinks about It
What arc tho principles Well

now ou get me there John When I
started reading that book It s writ by
a woman with a powerful flow of lan-
guage

¬

I said to mself that either this
iau ougnt to ne m some nice com-
fortable

¬

lunatic asylum jr I should
be wearing a strait Jacket I dunuo
just vhloh but I saw we had no bus
nss communing together Our minds
weren t built on the same interchange-
able

¬

Hjstem at all at all I can under-
stand

¬

the New York Trj bunc at least
I know what the bojs think the re
tilng to say but this book of Mary
Janes Is bejonel mc Howevci that
may be Christian Science Is getting
to be n great organization John I m
on to that part of it When the re
looking aft r their souls they re not
reglectln good hard cash for their
bodies and that makes mc think
theres some Inspiration In the thing
after all Thevve got branches every-
where

¬

and millions of members nnd
the see to it that the contribution box
doesnt fall to pieces for lacK of use
Thej can cure every mortal thing
thats the matter with jou by Just
sending a thought message over an In-

visible
¬

wire that doesn t charge any
toll nnd tint without any medicine or
any expensive going to college Thats
a great thing John It s tough on the
drug stores lut lucrative for the
Christian Science nobs for thej
charge as much as a regular doctor
and Insist on their money In green-
backs

¬

and not In thought currency
like the treatment which shows their
own good sens- - whatever it saja for
their patients understanding IJe
gobB John If wo could work thatracket on elections there would bo no
need of a campaign fund or a dealwith the virtuous Republican party
Wed lust sit here and thought wavo

the hoodlums along Fifth Avenue tovote for us
Bt enough out of the bookto believe or disbelieve I dunno whatshes driving at half the time It

S p c1torlal In the Evening
rL1mlxed UD wh one from theMorning Journal all conglomeratedwith a milkshake machine But the

dollars-and-cen- ts part of the showwind I get out of the magazine and
iampnet s Daln sailing Theresno nonsense about that And

vln ne lth th genius of thetime hen Jesus Christ was crucifiedthere was only his clothing to cast
t io5 a

A ncn hevprompter of Chrls
l5i i

ce croaKs the II be millions

If there is anj thing In current litera-ture
¬

In the way of a summar of MrsLddy more satisflng than this It would
be hard to sa what New York Freder-
ick

¬
A Stokes Companj

A Japanese Nightingale by Onoto
Watanna Is a book unique In Anglo
Saxon fiction It Is the work of a Japa ¬

nese author Illustrated b a Japanese art-
ist

¬

but written in English and the theme
Is the lovo storj of a joung American in
Japan and a Japanese half caste girl
named YukI Snowflake Clivo Hollands

Mousme Is the onlv thlncr In fiction as
jet which approaches It and even Mr
Holland s work has not the delicate elu ¬

sive charm of this In reading it one feels
the mj sterlous fascination of the land of
cherrj blossoms and chrjsantliemums
and gets bewitching glimpses Into the un-
known

¬

world of native Japan That the
Japanese character possesses much that
Is alluring and beautiful Lafcarilo Hearn
and other foreigners who know the land
thoroughlj have assured us But the gulf
between the East and the West Is so wide
and deep that never the twain shall
meet except In some such

waj- - as this
A characteristic bit of description is

this In the first chapter which deals with
a peculiarly Japanese fete and a dancer
who figures therein

Some pleasure loving Japanese
were giving a banquet in honor of tho
full moon and the moon Just above
their heads clothed in glorious rai-
ment

¬

nnd sitting on a sky throne of
luminous silver was attending tho
banquet In person surrounded by mj
riad twinkling stars whi piujcd atbeing her courtiers Each of the guests
had his own little mat table and
waitress They sat In a semi clrcle
nnd drank the sakl hot In tiny cups
that went thirty or more to the pint
or the Kjoto beer that had been or-
dered

¬

for the foreigners who wero
the chief guests this evening This Is
the toast the Japanese made to the
moon Jlaj she with us drink a cup
of Immortallt and then each wished
the one nearest him ten thousand
jears of Joy

Now the moon path widened on thebay and the moon itself expanded andgrew more luminous as though In
proud sjmpathy and understanding
of the thousand banquets held in her
honor tonight All the music and
noise and clatter and rovel had grad ¬

ual ceased and for a time eloejuent
silence was everywhere Huge glow-
ing

¬

fireflies flitting back and forth
like tiny twinkling stars seemed to
be the only things stirring

home one snuffed the candles In
the lanterns and threw a large mat
in the centre of the garden and dusted
it extravagantly with rice flour Then
a shaft of llsht that might have been
the combination of a thousand moon-
beams

¬

was flashed on the mat from
an opening In the upper part of the
house and out of the shadows sprang
on to tne mat a wild vivid little fig-
ure

¬

clid In scintillating robes that re-
flected

¬

every ray of light thrown on
them and with her coming the air
was filled with the weird wholly fas-
cinating

¬

music of the koto and tarn
Ism

She pirouetted around on the tips
of the toes of one little foot clapped
her hands and courtesled to the four
corners of the earth Her dance was
one of the bod rather than the-- feet
as back and forth she swerved
There was a patter patter patter
Her garments seemed ondoweel with
life and took on a sorrowing appear-
ance

¬

the lights changed to accom-
pany

¬

her the music sobbed and quiv-
ered

¬

It had begun to rain She was
raining It seemed almost as If the
pitter patter of her feet was the fall-
ing

¬

of tiny rain drops the sadness of
her garments had increased and now
thej seemed to be weeping at first
graduall then faster and still faster
until finally she was a storm a dark
blowing lightning storm Trom above
the light shot down In quick sharp
flashes tho drums e Inshed madly the
koto wept orr and the samisen
shrieked vlndlctivelj

Suddenly the storm quleteil down
and ceased A blue light fiung Itself
against the now lightly swaying fig-
ure

¬

then the seven colors of the spec-
trum

¬

Hashed on her at once She
spread her garments wide they flut-
tered

¬

about her In a large half circle
and underneath the rainbow of the
gown a girls face of exquisite beau-
ty

¬

smiled and drooncd Then the ex-
tinction

¬

of light a ldshe was gone
The book Is fascinating from first to

last and there Is a somewhat startling
and nrtlstlcally contrived development In
the plot at the denouement New York
Harper S Bros 200

fiutliiTii Verup
A youth by the name of J J Peterson

of Eutaw Ala h is published a book of
vrses under the title Petersons
Poems n name musical In Its simplicity
This Is rather more than can be said for
some of the rhymes The author sas
in his preface

In presenting this collection ofpoems to the public I desire to state--

not in Justification but In mitigation
that almost all of them were writtenbj me when onlj eighteen jeirs ofage

I do not deem in mind to havestrengthened sufficiently since that
time for the revision of the verses
should the require that treatment
Perhaps more maturo jears I being
now only twenty one jeurs of age
will show me-- the faults In mv diction
which now only the candid criticism of
a watchful public shall disclose
This candid criticism It will be the sad

dut of the present reviewer among oth-
ers

¬

to supply
The trouble with Mr Peterson seems

to be that his ears aro not trained In the
wa the should go or he would not have
made the following couplets rlijme so
painfully It will be observed that In
quoting them the spelling has been al-

tered
¬

to conform to tho demands of pho-
netics

¬

Wlioecr hath viewed love in its elawn
Waking the midnight into maun
Or into wakefulness that weeps
The beauty Hut so gently sleeps
Far from the heart that fain would rest
Us aiulh on a womans breaet
Whoeer hath seen lores ud dcclin
Upon a life that knew no tin
And so on Further on wu find the poet

rhmlng turn with ruin behind
with sllmc etc It may be that the peo-
ple

¬

with whom he Is accustomed to con-
verse

¬

pronounce the penultimate word
behlme but In English literature it is

not done This is what may bo called
rhyming b main force and It is liable
to break something If the author urges
in behalf of his habit that Shakespeare
was now and then faulty In this respect
he should realize that the faults of great
authors as the old darke preacher said
of those of the patriarchs are not for us
to patronize New York F Tennjson
Netty Co JI CO

Pebblcs and Pearls Is the modest title
of a volume of verse by Cleland Kernet
taffe who still more modestly calls his
production a collection of poems in
patches 1 here certainly arc somo
patches of poems in it here and there is
a ripple of musical lines and a glimpse of
a daintily drawn bird or woodland pic-
ture

¬

For Instance here Is a whimsical
scrap of a Jingle that Is worth quoting
There sits a little wrinkled elf In the wild wood ¬

lands by himwlf
Near the braw brook that beams and bubbles

hes brewing trials tricks and troubles
With cunning jugglery and Jokes to vex all

proud and prcperous folks
Ah surely those are lapped in luck who find a

friend In elfin Puck

The authors worst fault Is too great
facility ot rhvmlng and alliteration He
does not finish an thing but some of his
versifying shows thorough familiarity
with tho love of nature and It all sounds
as If It were done for pleasure New
York r TennSon Neely A Co

LITERARY NOTF

Prof George A Barton who is arsist
ant professor In Biblical literature and
Semitic languages at Brj Mawr College
has Just completed r work in which he
traces the social and religious evolution
of the Semitic peo les from the enrllest
times until that period when the various
national Semitic religions were fully de-
veloped

¬

The title of his book will be A
Sketch of Semitic Origins Social and Re-
ligious

¬

D Appleton Co s October announce-
ments

¬

Include The Qulberon Touch bj
Cjrus Townsend Brad The Allen byr F Montresor The Apostles of the
Southeast by Frank T Bullen Some

onien I Have Known by Maarten
Maartens Shipmates bv Morgan Rob-
ertson

¬

While Charlie Was Away by
Mrs Poultne Bigelow The Wage of
Clnrictir bv Jullen Gordon Other
Worlds bv Garrett 1 Servlss Drag-
ons

¬

of the Air bv II G Secley The
Most Famous Loba by N K Bllstctt

Strange stories folk lore gleanings and
studies here and there compose the new
volume by Lafcadlo Hearn entitled A
Japanese Miscellany which Little
Brown - Co arc about to publish

Hi New Epigrams Is the title of Wil-

liam
¬

B Gross new book and R F Fenno
i Co aro Its publishers

A new novel b Maurice Hewlett Is a
literary event The Tond Adventure Is
to run serially in Leslies Monthli be-

ginning
¬

with the November number The
period Is subsequent to the times of

Richard Yea and Nav and concerns the
pleasant adventures of Captain Brazen- -
ncau on nis memorable pilgrimage to tne
shrine of fat Thomas of Cantcrburj

Prof Edward Channlng has been cross-
ing

¬

swords with Governor Heard of
Louisiana over an attack on his Stu-
dents

¬

History of the United States by
the Governor In his Louisiana Day ad ¬

dress at the Buffalo Exposition The
Governor had been dipping Into the pro-
fessor

¬

s book and caught sight of a sen ¬

tence to the effect that the banks of the
Mississippi are low and swampy and that

what wc believe to be a fact by thebj e ocean going tilling ships cannotnavigate above Baton Rouge These rash
statements let loose the dogs of war Had
tne wormy eiovernor read on he would
nave seen tnot fror Channlng sajs thatTaken altogether and weighing the ad ¬

vantages and disadvartages It may be
safely said that there Is no other land of
Its size on the earths surface so admir-
ably

¬

suited to the purposes of man as
the basin of the Mississippi

Contributions to Mineralogy and Pct
ropraph Is the title of a book which
serves a purpose broader than the mere
presentation of discussions upon the titu-
lar

¬

subjects Issued in connection with
the bicentennial of Yale consisting
of reprints of some of the more import-
ant

¬

articles which have appeared during
the last fifty jears and accompanied b
complete bibliographies and a historical
sketch of the development of mineralogy
nt ale it has alo a distinct value in tne
history of the research and learning of
that great university

It is edited bj S L Pcnfield M A
professor of mineralogy and L V Pirs
son lh 11 professor qf phjslcal geog-
raphy

¬

It Is believed that many workers
In mineralogy and petrography will find
t iititviciH tu uate nil seilllcieril JJUU

Ilcatlons brought together and that as a
book of reference the volume will serve
a useful purpose

A writer In the September Bookman
sas Lewis Carroll in hts droll Fa-
ther

¬

William had In mind a string of
versified platitudes by Southey entitled
The Old Mans Comforts and How He

Gained Them Wordsworth is directly
satirized in the Inimitable tale of the old
man sitting on a gate and The Threo
Voices in the volume of his collected
parodies Is a fling at the Metaphslcs of
Tennysons The Two Voices Among the
countless parodies of Hiawatha there is
one which cleverly burlesques the tauto-
logical

¬

license of the poet
He killed the noble Mmljokhns

ith the kin he made him mittens
Made them with the fur side inide
Made them with the skla side outside
He to get the w arm side inide
Put the inside skin side outside
He to get the cold side outaide
Put the w amt aide fur side inside
Thats wh he put the fur side inside
IV hy he put the skin side outside
Why he turned them inside outride

Messrs D Appleton Cos autumn an-
nouncements

¬

Include the following books
The French People by Arthur Hassall

M A a new volume In the Great Peo
ples Series edited by Dr York Powell

Modern Scandinavian Literature by
Dr Georg Branelcs a new volume in the

Literatures of the World Series e dited
by Edmund Gossc Other Worlds by
Garrett P Servlss Dragons of the Air
by II G Seeley r H S The Living
Races of Mankind by II N Hutchin-
son

¬

B A F R G S F G S J W
Gregory D Sa F G S R Ldekker
F R S F G S F Z S etc Book-
binding

¬

and the Care of Books by Doug-
las

¬

Cockrell Illustrated the first volume
in the Artistic Crafts Series edited bj
W R Lethaby

A new Illustrated edition of Daudets
Little Masterpieces comprising Let ¬

ters from My Mill translated b Katha-
rine

¬

Prescott Wormeley and Monday
Tales translated bj Marian Mclntjre
will be published by Little-- Brown i Co

The Youngest Girl in the School is a
stor by Miss Eveln Sharp the author-
ess

¬

of Wmps and other popular books
of fair tales This book Is published by
the Macmillan Company and Is specially
designed for girls In their teens

AHIn Wlnficlel the second novel by
Gcorgo Ethelbert Walsh author ot --The
Mj sterlous Burglar which Is announced
for earlj publication bj r M Buckles
Co has the distinction of being full of
adventure mjstTj and movement with-
out

¬

resorting to bloodshed and fights in
nearly ever cnapter

tw Itookx ltecolvcel
Till MUtRIvGC OK UK MHH VLF By

Cecil Hcadlam New ork P Putnam s
Sons 51 23

tS A FALLING STtR Bi Hcanor Gaylorl
Phelps Chicago A C Mctlurg L Co 1

LINCOLN S FIRST LO E By Came Douglas
Wright Chicago A C MtCIurg A Co l

AT THE SIGN OF Till GINCtR J Vlt By Kay
Clarke Rose Chicago C JlcClurg
4 Co 1

A H KSOMF RIDDIE Bj Max 1 hrmain Il-

lustrated
¬

lndianai olls The Bowen Mernll
Companj

S1LWV By Fvalm Emerson Boston Small
Majnard i Co SI 50

Till W Gr OF CI1 Vlt CTI R By Jullen Gor-
don

¬

New lork I VppUton k Co 1 25

SOME WOMfcN I HUE KNOWV By Maarten
Maartens New ork D Vppleton A Co

1 So

JOY AND STRINGTH TOR THE Ill GRIJlh
DAI By Jlary Wilde Tiletton Boston
I lttle Brown t Co

TIIIDY III R DvCGHTEK By tnna Cliapin
Ray Illustrated Boston Little Brown J
Co 1 W

UP AND DOWN TIIF SvND OF COLD By
Alary Devereux Boston Little Brown L
Co

A LIST OF MUS OF MERICv Library of
Congress Washington

TO GIRLS By lleloise Ednina Ilersej Bos ¬

ton Small Majnard Co 1

THE FORESHADOW HI tt U 11 Mrs Helen
Aldrich Dehrojft New ork F Tennjson
Neely Aimpjny fl 50

ANNUAL Hi PORT OF THE SMITIIONHN IN-

STITUTION
¬

Washington Government Print ¬
ing Office

THE MIRACILS OF MISSIONS By Arthur T
Pierson Illustrated New rork and London
runk W agnails Company 00 cents

WITH BOBS and hRUGKIt By rrcderick
William Unger Illustrated Hcrry r
Coates Company 2

THE 10UNGEST c RL IN THE SCHOOL By
Fieljoi Sharp Illustrated New ork The
Macmillan Companj 1 50

THE AFFIItMATIV E IVriLLECT By Charles
Ferguson New iork lunk ttagnalls
Company DO cents

WHrN KNIGHTHOOD WAS IN HOllLll Ju-
lia

¬

Marlowe edition By Edwin Caskoden
Illustrated Indianapolis The Bow

Companj
HISTORY OF AMFRIClV tRi By James L

Ondcrdonfc Chicago A C McClurg Co

SI 25

TWO TRFATIES OF PARIS vND THE SUPRFME
COURT By Sidney Webster New lork
Harper 4 Bros U 55

CHATTERBOX By J Ersklno Clarke M A

Boston Dana Estes i Co 1 25

CURRENT JERSE
Ater lovTJli -

The fairy asters toss beneath vA mild and misty sky
The wood- - that near their glorious death

Kins with the blurars cry
And here and there tf e doRd blaze
To light the feet throuch lorest wajs
The couriers from the tupeloes

Ride fast their time Is brief
They mount each restive breeze that blows

In pomp of leaf
With tidings that the trees send down
To warn the folk 0 Aster Town

Fair folk that face the morning skies
After a nisht of frost

With beantlful and friendly eyes
Altho their cause is lost

Full well they know that they most go
From Aster Town ere fall of now

The sun has set the starry skv
waits the lovely sight

It ia a fairy company
inai rises inrougn the night

They kiss their hand and laughing down
They cry farewell to AsterTpwTi

Danske Dandridge in the Independent

The Nurse
Such innocent companionship
li hers whether she wake or sleep
Tis srarcely strange her eyes should wear

The joung childs merry serious air

All the night long she hath by her
The little breathing pure and dear
Softer than ireath of leaves and flowers
Or the hot earth refreshed with Cowers

All mcht within that epiet place
The ehildrxns angels veil the face
Hiding the glory all the night
Lest that the glory prove too bright

She wakes at dawn with bird and child
And gardens washed and undefllcd
All In the hour of scent and dew
When God hath made his world anew

And all His worlds a garden where
He walks at dawn to take the air
And calls His children that they play
And make with lambs high hoUday

Her ilaylurht thoughts are set on toys
And games for precious girls and boys
Lest they should fret lest they should weep
Strajed from their heavenly fellowship

Site Is as pretty and as brown
M the wood people far from tpwn
As bright eyed glancin shv of men
As squirrel finch or Jenny Mrciu

Tender she is to beast and bird
a in her breast dim memory stirred

Of days when those were lun of hers
Who go In feaiKris or in furs

A child not jet the nurserys law
She rules by love and rules by awe
And ipiamtly stern is kind withal
As a girl baby with her doll

Day after day she keeps her guard
Lest they be hurt lest they be marred
Is to the children without end
Their visible bird like angel friend

Westminster Gazette

Compensntlon
Where have thej vanished the mysterious lands

Which oft far off behdldcn bathed in gold
With genii and wonders manifold

And great palms towering from burning sands
We fashioned with imaginations hands

Irom unforgotten legends strangely old
Ulure have they vanished Science swift and

bold
Has torn the fairy fabric into strands

let we have stolen from the coming years
The undiscovered realms that once were our

t in revolt but conscious that the hours
Hold rich requital for old hopes and fears
And in these changes unnerturted we see
The patient purpose of Divinity

rem i eierson in uippincotts Jlagazine

A Mn Id Who Died Old
Frail shrunken face so pinched and worn

That life has carved with care and doubt
So weary waiting night and morn

For that which never came about
Pale lamp so utterly forlorn

In which Gods 1 ght at last is out

Gray hair that lies so thin and prim
On either side the sunken browsl

Closed hollow eyes so deep and dim
Whono fire no word could no v arouse

And folded hands so virgin slim
Forever clasped in silent vowsl

Poor breasts that God designed for love
For baby lips to kiss and press

That never felt jet dreamed thereof
The human touch the child cares

That 1 e like shriveled blooms above
The hearts long penhed happiness

Oh withered bodv Nature cave
For purposes of death and birth

That never knew and could Lut crave
Those things perhaps that make life worth

Rt now alas within the grave
Sad shell that served no end of earth- -

Jladison Cawein in the Smart Set

Sport In South Vfricn
Ye say the Boers sre slty as thrice driven

groue
For shame For shame A year igo we read
Not thrice but twentj times how they drove

jou
When equal numbers left you fairlv matched
Oh coward boatmg oer a fallen foe
Stme not by sporting metaphors to make

brutal Jest of bloody homicide
But do your work in sileace it ye roust
Being soldiers and obedient to command
And count not souls that pass as slaughtered

game
These be cot beasts yc drive to death but

men
An outraged race outnumbered ten to one
Which jet for country ju tlce liberty
Fights to extinction putting faith in Cod

Bcrtrand Shadwcll In the Chicago Post

Hnilllteel
My Love 13 dead Yet day and night

y Love is ever near
For this I know by sou id and sight

And knowing never fear

In drops of warm and limpid rain
His ghotly kisses come

He hspers in the rustling gram
it say they Death is dumb

Ills ejes pare down two pitjing stars
Into mine own upraised

He knocks against the unseen bars
The wood bird stops amazed

And when a gauzy ra uplifts
Betwixt the earth anl mooa

Ills own loved form the vapor rifts
vnd comes a whisper Soon

Soon ah my Love I tr nquil wait
Till deaths dissolvent wine

SHall free mv soul to join its mate
Bejond lifes thin skv lme

II Arthur Powell in the OcUW Critic

IlcnCh of n Child
Long waiting watching for the day

To patience bring th ieaee
When mv child sighed his life away

I felt but his release

And mine own trouble seemed afar
like something lorn ogol

I looked up to Nights ruling star
nd felt a new life glow

Deep in mv heart a certain hope
Th t faintlv beamed before

As t were the Vrge come to ope
VnJ not to close the door

There u a grief that slowly grows
In storm through te ar to calm

Such sorrows blossom late the rose
Of autumn breathes mo t balm

I kno f what death is now a friend
Through oft in ho lile guise

God s messenger whor e leons lend
New glory to the skies

Thomas tt llliarn Parsons

Ilnlliiile- - of Conceit
To all yc Critics who come to chill

And to smirch the work ot the blessed few
Who feed on the fancy thej try to kill

I snap my fingers the sapless crew
What do 1 care if they bark and ami

This in the teeth ot the mounths that whine
What have je wrought je can say this to

By Jove I made it and it is minel

Nevcr a book that wa3 writ so ill
Never a picture so faUe of hue

Nevcr a song with so little thrill
That it had not something I m glad was true
What if I fail I can still pursue

Joy of Creation the gilt divinel
And he who creates Ins at least this view

By Jove I made It and it is cunel

Thank God who gave mc the wits and will
And the raging passion to put it through

I never saw task that took so much skill
1 dared not try and I cared not dol
My work is crude and a bit askew

loure free to condemn it line by line
But bred of mj train in my heart it grew

By Jove 1 made it and it is rainet

ENOY
Critics your parasite life renew

Drink my conceit for It flows like wine
Here is my poem and here is your cue

By Jove I mads It and it is mine
Celttt Burgess

NOTES AND QUERIES

Where is Company F Fleventh Infantry I
U U U

At Ponce Porto Rico

Widen is the preferable way to address sn un ¬
married woman in a letter Dear Hiss or Dear
Madam A A II

lsPt question of preferenceDear Miss Is as vulgar as Dear Mrswould be

What do the initials I II S stand for
i e

Jesus Homlnum Salvator Jesus thooavior of Men

What is the origin of the custom of puttin thsflag at half mast j ijg
The old naval and military practice oflowering the flag In time of wa as a signof submission
Who were the more note1 classmates at WestPoint of Robert E Lee H a F

Johnston O McKnightMitchell LL D F R A a and Major
general Brig Gen Seth Eastman andMaJ Gen James Barnes

Will you give me a list of the Inventions of
i nomas v rnsonr H C B

The dupex telegraph carbon transmit ¬
ter phonograph microphone megaphone
nnd incandescent lamp are some of thoImportant ones His minor inventionsnumber several hundred

F declares that German university students do
not Bgbt duels A that they do which is right

D A K

A Is right though there has been ofrecent jears a marked decrease in thenumber of schlagcr duels
Where did the name Manhattan originate and

what does it mean L c J
Probably In the name of the tribe of In-

dians
¬

which Inhabited Manhattan Islandat the time of Hudsons discovery Thenamo has been sale to signify People of
the Whirlpool from their nearness to
Hell Gate

Docs an oil well or gusher contfnn- - sw
or does it become exhausted in time P

It becomes exhausted usually the timevarjing and elertendlnc- - on the nntiir nf
the geological formation and the number
of nearby wells After a well ceases to
flow It Is customary to Introduce a pump
to draw up the oil

Is green tea naturally green E B

There are naturally green teas the col-
or

¬

being the result of quickly drying tie
fresh picked leaf the same leaf submitted
to slow oxidation becoming black tea But
most of the brighter green teas that
reach this country are colored with Prus-
sian

¬
blue and gjpsum In harmless quan-

tity
¬

What is the Government of the Netherlands
snd how should it be classed 2 Is Argen ¬

tina a Roman Catholic country D A 11

A constitutional monarchy there are an
hereelltary monarch and a parliament of
two houses Ttrs the constitution rec-
ognizes

¬
the Roman Catholic religion as

that of the State but tolerates all other
creeds

What was the full name of Abraham Lincolns
father and what was his standing In life

w c c
Thomas Lincoln He was a carpenter

poor at his trade a shiftless Ignorant
squatter Abraham Lincoln usually was
silent concerning his forbears but he
once said My parents were both born
in Virginia of undistinguished families
second families perhaps I should say

What are the beliefs of the school of Put
tinsts represented by Frederick Harrison

R C L

They are based on the sj stem of philos
ophy or method of philosophizing of
Comte which had as Its foundation the
doctrine that man cannot have knowledge
of anything hut phenomena and that
such knowledge Is relative not absolute
Youll lnd an article on the sjstem In any
encyclopedia

Will you give a brief description of the Amer
lean eagle especially as to size and color of feath ¬

ers II If W

His length is about forty inches his
spread of wings from seven to eight feet
The feathers of head neck and tall are
snow white In the adult bird the rest be-
ing

¬

a dingy gre --brown Because of his
white head and neck he Is known as the
bald eagle

Do ocean steamers of the largest size float fros
Chicago to the Ulantic Ocean and what Is thi
route taken C Y

Most certainly not The experimental
vessels are no larger than the canal locks
will accommodate about 260 feet long and
of 3 000 tons capacity The route Is the
chain of Great Lakes the Wetland and
Canadian canals and the St Lawrence
River

What is the meaning snd origin of the rami
Texas D L X

It is traced -- ariously to Tehas Tejas
or Tejas a small tribe of Indians to an
Indan word meaning friends or

friendlv to an Aztec word Tehajas
meaning north country and to the
word Teja or Tejas which was applied to
the mound prairies and to the shape given
to the wigwams bj Nehes Indians

1 How many merican soldiers sadors and
marines were killed or died from wounds during
the wir with Spain 2 How many Spanish sail ¬

ors and marines were killed or died from wounds
during the same war 3 Ho v many Spanish sol ¬

diers were kiUed or died from their wounds dur-

ing
¬

the fighting in Cuba and Porto Itico C B

In Cuba Porto Rico and the Philip-
pine

¬

Islands between May 1 leSS and
June 00 1SD9 23 officers and 23 enlisted
men were killed and 6 officers and 33 in
listed men died of wounds 23 We have
no means to ascertain the Spanish lostes
during the war

Will you name the eighteen best colleges or
universities in the Lnited States and the or ¬

der in which they rank C D A

No but we will give you the eighteen
tint have the largest number of students
Thfy are Harvard Uriverslty University
of Michigan University of Minnesota
Universtj of Georgia University of Chi
cago university or ejamornia isonn
western University Cornell Unlversltj
Columbia University Unlversit- - of Ienn
sjlvanla Yale University University of
Wisconsin University of Illinois Wash-
ington

¬

University Teachers College Gl
ranl College Sracuse University and
Drake University

Do members of the British Parlhro ent wear
their hats at all times during the sessions 2

Can you give me the significance of the colors
in the French tri color C It A

No members remove their hats while
speaking are expected to uncover when
mentioned in anothers remarks and
privv councillors raise tho hat to slsnfy
ronl assent On the other hand a mem
be i v ho makes a point of onler should
be seated with his hat on 2 The red
and blue were the colors of Paris and
white was the ancient color of France
It Is said tint white was added at the
suggestion of Lafajctte who pointed uut
that re d and blue were the colors of the
house of Orleans

Will you give ne an idea of the metliods used
In working ox horns B T

Thev usuallv are soaked for several
v eeks In colel w iter to separate the outer
horn from an inner bony structure Kext
the horn is In ated Hrt for a haf hour
in boiling water then b drj neat Then
the horn is in condition to be vvorkeel
readily When pressure Is applied bj
succeeding processes much care Is used
to avoid craekiig the horn and after
pressing a bath of gljcerlne and waiter
restores softness Strength and claitic
ity come from treatment with tannin nit-
ric

¬

acid sulphato of zinc or potash
Much djclng Is done too

How is a canal lock construeteel ami manipu-
lated

¬

2 What nation hudt the Suez Canal and
by what nation is it now owned and controlled
3 How is salt taken from salt water at sea in
order to use the water for steam coetking and
the like P tt K

A lock Is a chamber whose sids walls
are practlcall a continuation of the can-
al

¬

s banks and with p gat- - t rnch o ml
that crosses the canal at right angles to
Its banks A boat in passing imin the
lower to the higher level of wuUr enters
the lock while the water Is at the- - lower
level The lovvr lvel gate - tic
valves nre opened to aelmit w iter from
the higher level and when the lock Is
filled to the higher level the other iate
is openeel an the boat passes into the
higher levrl When a boat Is going the
other waj the process Is reversed I
One half the capital was furnished bj the
Khedive of Egypt the rest b Europeans
mostly Frenchmen In JS75 Beaconstielil
bought the Khedives Interests tranf er¬

ring them to the British Government
which now controls England had been a

opponent of the canal during
Is construction offering manv obstacles

to its completion 3 By distillation tho
sea water is billed and the resuljlnj
steam condensed


